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The number of newly laid-off workers filing initial claims for jobless benefits rose unexpectedly
last week, evidence that layoffs are continuing and jobs remain scarce.

The rise is the fourth in the past five weeks.

The number of people continuing to claim benefits was unchanged at 4.6 million. That data lags
initial claims by a week.

But the so-called continuing claims do not include millions of people who have used up the
regular 26 weeks of benefits typically provided by states, and are receiving extended benefits
for up to 73 additional weeks, paid for by the federal government.

More than 5.8 million people were receiving extended benefits in the week ended Jan. 16, the
latest data available, up from about 5.6 million the previous week. The extended benefit data
isn't seasonally adjusted and is volatile from week to week.

10.4 million people are unemployed and Obama is worried about the Miranda rights of the Fruit
of the Boom Christmas bomber?

One term is looking to be too long for this boob.
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